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President’s Report

The 2023-2024 year was busy and
eventful as usual.

The WMCT continues to offer
extremely high-quality chamber
music performances. Artistic Director
Simon Fryer’s report highlights the
wonderful 2023-2024 Music in the
Afternoon (MitA) season.

In2024, the13th CareerDevelopment
Award (CDA) competition was held.
The $25,000 award winner, Midori
Marsh, is an American-Canadian
soprano who completed her Master
of Music degree at the University of
Toronto in 2020. She is an engaging
and exciting artist, who will perform
in our upcoming 2024-2025 season.

The CDA and the $25,000 in
annual scholarships are funded by
the WMCT Foundation, for which
the Club is thankful. This year, in
addition to University of Toronto
and Royal Conservatory awards, we
supported our educational mandate
with a half fellowship at Toronto
Summer Music and donations to
The Oscar Peterson School and The
Hammer Band.

I wish to acknowledge the generous
contributions of all the donors who
supported the WMCT in the past year.
While our donors are highlighted
in our programs, special mention
should be given to Dianne Henderson
for her ongoing support of WMCT
student outreach initiatives; concert
supporters including the Michael
Smith Memorial Fund, Wilma
Boughtflower, Kathleen McMorrow,
The Mary-Margaret Webb Foundation,
and Nora Wilson; and original
composition supporter The Catherine
and Maxwell Meighen Foundation.

This year, both the WMCT
Foundation and the WMCT received
bequests from past members who
kindly remembered us in their wills.
The April 4th concert was dedicated
to Marianne Weil in recognition of
her substantial gift. We are grateful to
those generous individuals who have
included the WMCT as beneficiaries
in their wills.

With the retirement of Elizabeth
Dowdeswell as Lieutenant Governor
of Ontario, the Club applied for and
was very pleased to receive, word
that the Honourable Edith Dumont,
current Lieutenant Governor of
Ontario, will serve as Honorary
Patron of the WMCT.

Compliance with the Ontario Not-
for-Profit Corporations Act (ONCA)
is required by October 2024. As
the WMCT was incorporated in
1930, there was considerable work
required to revise governing and
operating documents! Required
documents and resolutions have
now been approved by the Board of
Directors and will go to members
for approval at the Annual Meeting
September 26, 2024.

In December 2023, we held a
holiday lunch at a downtown
Toronto restaurant. The event was
an unqualified success thanks to
the organizational skills of Diane
Martello and Jerri Merritt-Jones.
The keynote speaker, celebrated
Canadian soprano and WMCT
member Jean  Edwards, was
“interviewed” by member Nora
Wilson and entertained attendees
with stories from her long career.

The pre-concert Tuning Your Mind
lectures were varied and extremely

interesting. Many thanks to Robin
Elliott, Professor of Musicology at the
University of Toronto, for arranging
them. Talks included An Introduction
to Music Therapy, an interview with
composer Kevin Lau, history of the
The Clarinet in Chamber Music, and a
psychologist’s presentation entitled
Life Lessons from My Cello.

Our commitment to Canadian
composers continued with the
commission to Kevin Lau for his
String Quartet no. 6 ...like the stars in
the firmament premiered by the Tesla
Quartet Nov. 16, 2023.

All of our volunteers, Board and
committee members, along with
Shannon Perreault and Simon Fryer
are striving to build our audiences
and donor support post COVID to
ensure the continuing longevity of
the Club.

Support for artists and the arts
is essential to our society, and a
desire to participate in community
activities in person is reappearing.
Thanks to the efforts of one of our
members, the East York Probus Club
in Toronto promoted our May 2nd
concert to their members and 12
people attended. None had known
of the WMCT prior to this - a
demonstration of how members and
extended friend and family groups
can expand our reach.

Final recognition must go the small
but extremely dedicated group
of WMCT volunteers who spend
countless hours ensuring that
everything gets done. With Shannon
and Simon, they do an amazing
amount of work. Thank you all.

Janet Murray, President
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Artistic Director’s Report

The 126th MitA Concert Season opened with a well-
established piano and stringensemble with an international
following: the Fauré Quartett. The rapt audience was treated
to works by Beethoven and Reger and, after intermission,
the great Second Piano Quartet of the composer whom
they honour by name: Gabriel Fauré. It was a delight to
experience the depth of understanding this long-established
ensemble brought to each work and the consequent vitality
that charged the music.

Our second concert brought us Tesla Quartet, named after
Nicola Tesla, the pioneer of electrical alternating current.
Walter Hall was certainly sparking with excitement over the
Quartet’s performance of two great works: Dvordk’s Cypresses,
and Beethoven’s 3rd Razumovsky quartet. The Quartet
demonstrated the future of the string quartet genre with two
unfamiliar works: the 3rd quartet by 20th-Century Polish
composer Grazyna Bacewicz and the WMCT-commissioned
Quartet no. 6, by Canadian composer Kevin Lau, which received
its world premiere. Lau's spectacular work subtitled “...like the
stars in the firmament”, ended with a shower of ever-quieter
sounds, perhaps reminiscent of an electrical crackling...

2024 began for MitA with the welcome return of clarinettist
Dominic Desautels to the WMCT stage. This timewith pianist
Jean-Philippe Sylvestre and bassoonist Zséfia Stefan, Mr.
Desautels delivered a passionate performance that included
his own transcriptions of music by both Robert and Clara
Schumann. Flowing from work to work and connecting
them with delightful introductions, this performance left
us in no doubt that the world of woodwinds contains both
remarkable repertoire and extraordinary performers.

It was a shock when inaugural WMCT CDA winner, pianist
Francine Kay, was forced, due to illness, to cancel her
concert. But shock turned to awe when the announcement
came that our replacement artist would be Canadian piano
royalty, Jane Coop! Ms. Coop wowed the audience with
her impeccable technique and astounding insight. She
began with works by Haydn, Beethoven, Ravel and Debussy
without once leaving the stage. After the interval, it was
all Chopin including the mammoth 3rd Sonata. Such is
Ms. Coop’s artistry that we ceased to notice the colossal
difficulty of these works and were immediately lost in the
music and as a further bonus, the concert was recorded by
CBC Radio for national broadcast.

Soprano Joyce El-Khoury and pianist Serouj Kradjian

charmed the MitA audience with a very personal program
reflective of both their Western music education and their
rich Middle-Eastern heritage. The duo opened with Italian
and French bel canto favourites, showcasing not just El-
Khoury’s full, rich operatic voice and Kradjian’s sensitive
collaborative piano, but the wonderful interplay between
the two artists. Following intermission, many songs were
sung in Arabic - a first for a MitA concert. The chosen music
paid homage to the cultural background of both artists
and included a memorable set of Armenian tango pieces.
This was an immensely enjoyable, unique, intimate, and
thoroughly engaging concert that closed our season with
our audience on its feet, cheering!

Simon Fryer, Artistic Director

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL INFORMATION
For the Year Ended June 30, 2024, with Comparative Figures for 2023

20232024  2022-2023

Membership Fees $ 33,620 $ 30,888
General Admissions & Other Revenue 13,911 9,912
OAF Endowment Income 3,087 2,983
WMCT Foundation 25,400 53,218
Other Charitable Foundation Donations 25,041 28,968
Member;, Friends & Sponsorship Donations 109,297 74,351
Government Grants 2,140 2,375
Career Development Award from WMCT Fdtn 21,000 6,045
TOTAL REVENUE $233,496 $208,740
Artistic Fees & Expenses $ 47,882 $ 67,663
Commission of New Work 5,000 5,000
Production, Web Site, & Hall Rental 27,346 28,681
Occupancy Costs 17,151 23,281
Admin, Membership & Other Activities 72,013 60,023
Scholarships 25,000 25,000
Career Development Award Expenses 22,000 850
Special Projects 9,456 7,532
Contribution to WMCT Fdtn & Others 1,500 14,000
TOTAL EXPENSES $227,348 $232,030
Excess of Revenue over Expenses 6,148 (23,290)
Net Assets, beginning of year 63,126 86,416
Net Assets at end of year $ 69,274 $ 63,126
Where funding comes from 2023-2024 2022-2023
Membership Fees 14% 15%
General Admissions, Other Revenue, & Interest 7% 6%
WMCT Foundation 20% 28%
Other Charitable Foundation Donations 10% 14%
Member & Friends Donations 47% 36%
Government Grants 1% 1%
100% 100%

Secretary-Treasurer Report

Thanks to our many donors and subscribers, in fiscal 2023-
24 the WMCT posted revenues that increased by almost
12% over fiscal 2022-23, while expenses decreased slightly
year over year, resulting in a small surplus of just over
$6,000. Audience numbers have yet to return to pre-COVID
levels despite ongoing efforts, so increased donations were
primarily responsible for our improved results.

In particular, thanks to the estate of Marianne Weil, one of
our past presidents, for a substantial bequest of $50,000.
Her thoughtful generosity helped to position us to expand
our active focus on outreach and marketing, growing our
audiences and membership. This continues to be our major
goal for the coming year.

We will continue to operate prudently and responsibly,
and look forward to seeing you all at our concerts. Many
thanks to all!

Robin Sundstrom, Secretary-Treasurer

WMCT Annual Report 2023-2024
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SPONSORS 2023-2024

Our 126th anniversary Music in the
Afternoon season was brought to you by:

Concert Sponsor ($8,000+)

The Mary-Margaret Webb Foundation
Nora R. Wilson

Artist/Commission Sponsor
($5,000+)

The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen
Foundation

DONORS 2023-2024

The WMCT gratefully acknowledges the
support of the following members and friends:

Vivace Supporter ($1,000+)

Anonymous

Elizabeth Black

Wilma Boughtflower

Susan V. Corrigan

Lynne C. Howarth

Annette Sanger & James Kippen

Allegro Supporter ($500 - $999)

Beverley Chernos
Stephen Clarke

Janne Farias

Nancy Hardy

Adair & Ian Hope
Doris & Alvin Jantzi
Diane Martello & Don McLean
Janet Murray

Sheila Murray

Tamar Adaskin Nelson
Sylvia Sarkus

Ida Ruth Scolnik

Ina van Berkel

Andante Supporter ($150 - $499)

Anonymous (2)

Rajeev Arora

Neville Austin

Marjorie Bain

Lily & Raymond Breton
Shirlene Courtis

Barry Critchley

Simone Desilets
Charmaine Dimick
Hanna & Fred Feuerriegel
Elinor Fillion

Alice Frey

Phyllis Goodfellow
Sarah Greene

Kathy Halliday
Deborah Holdsworth
Barbara Hopkins
Susan E. Houston

Concert/Artist Supporter Plus
($3,000 - $4,999)

Wilma Boughtflower

J.P. Bickell Foundation

Kathleen McMorrow

The Michael Smith Memorial Fund

Student Outreach Supporter
($3,000+)

Dianne Henderson

Other Partners & Supporters

Anne-Marie H. Applin Foundation
via Toronto Foundation

Suzanne Hughes
Jerri Merritt Jones
Margaret Kelch
Laura Lane

Sheila Larmer
Donna Le Pan
Sandra Lind
Dorothea Manson
Lois McDonald
Kathryn O'Neill
Lena Ouzounian
Bernadette Palmer
Margaret Procter
Diana Rowney
Cornelia Schuh & Michiel Horn
Joan Sinclair

Julia Smith
Daphne Stapleton
Robin Sundstrom
Robert White
Nora R. Wilson

Adagio Supporter (up to $149)

Robert Aitken
Anonymous
Brenda Barry
Patricia Blake

Jean Brooke
Jennifer Browne
Catherine Buck
Mary-Beth Campbell
Giovanna Cavarra
Penelope Cookson
Carol Cormier
Pleasance Crawford
Beatrice de Montmollin
Janette Doupe

Ann Eder

Kayoko Glueck
Doreen Gryfe
Pamela Hamilton
Shirley Hannah
Linda Heron
Monica Heron
Julia Hubble
Helene Hunt
Kirsten Johnston

Betty & Joe Gray
The McLean Foundation

Walter Hall ushers supported by
Nora R. Wilson
&
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Marcia Kavanagh
Marika & Robert Kemeny
Sandra Kenzie

Anne Keyes

Marion Kinch
Moragh Kusy
Maureen Lewis

M] Lewis

Susan Lumley

Mary A. Lunau
Dorothy & Ian Macdonald
Eileen Malik
Blondina Matheson
Dylann McLean
Kathleen McMorrow
Trudy Michielsen
Ruth Miller

Lynda Moon

Grace Olds

Marilyn Ortiz
Donna Price

Trudy Rising
Heather Robertson
Carol Rosenthall
Atsuko Sakaki

Sylvia Sarkus

Joy Sellers
Alexandra Semeniuk
Renee Simmons
Rhoda Sion

Cynthia Smith

Mary Stein

Harry Tonogai
Margaret Treloar
Margaret Tuer

Mary Janet van den Bergh
Richard Van Dine
Dale Wagner
Wilbert Ward

Daniel Weinzweig
Christopher Wernham
Alisa Weyman

Jan Whyte

xXenia

concerts

Bequest
Estate of Marianne Weil
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2023-2024
AWARD RECIPIENTS

Tiffany Yeung, violin
110th Anniversary Scholarship
(The Glenn Gould School, RCM)

Susannah Zou, piano
Centennial Scholarship

(Faculty of Music, University of Toronto)

Bud Roach, tenor
Graduate Fellowship
(Faculty of Music, University of Toronto)

Christina Thanisch-Smith, soprano
TSM Academy Partial Fellowship
(Toronto Summer Music Foundation)

The Hammer Band

Oscar Peterson School of Music

All WMCT Scholarships and
Fellowships are supported by the
WMCT Foundation

HONORARY PATRON

(to November 14, 2023)

The Hon. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, OC,
OOnt, Lieutenant Governor of Ontario

PATRONS

The Rt.Hon. Adrienne Clarkson, PC,
CC, CMM, COM, CD

Catherine Robbin, OC

HONORARY ADVISERS
J. Anthony Caldwell

Susan V. Corrigan

Louis Lortie, OC, CQ

Don Mcd ean

Esther McNeil

Peter Simon

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Hanna Feuerriegel

Betty Gray

Mandy Macrae

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2023-2024

Janet Murray, CPA, CA, President
Annette Sanger, Vice-President
Robin Sundstrom, Secretary-Treasurer
Kathleen McMorrow, Past President
Sylvia Sarkus, WMCT Foundation Rep.
Giovanna Cavarra

Shirlene Courtis

Kathy Halliday

Adair Hope

Jerri Merritt Jones

Daisy Leung

Diane Martello

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

Simon Fryer

COMMITTEES 2023-2024
as at June 30, 2024

Artists Selection Committee
Simon Fryer, Chair

Neville Austin

Penelope Cookson

Diane Martello

Kathleen McMorrow

Lena Ouzounian

Annette Sanger

Awards Committee

Adair Hope, Chair, Scholarship Recital
Liaison

Julia Grant

Ruth Miller

Career Development Award
Committee

Annette Sanger, Chair

Kathy Halliday

Adair Hope

Tamar Adaskin Nelson
Matthew Parsons, CBC Radio 2

Diversity, Equity & Inclusion
Committee

Annette Sanger, Chair

Neville Austin

Diane Martello

Robin Sundstrom

Finance Committee
Robin Sundstrom, Chair
Kathleen McMorrow
Janet Murray, CPA, CA
Annette Sanger

Ina van Berkel

Fundraising Committee
Diane Martello, Chair
Kathy Halliday

Anne Keyes

Dylann McLean

Joan Sinclair

Membership, Concerts & Marketing
Committee

Diane Martello, Chair

Neville Austin

Giovanna Cavarra, Telephone Coordinator
Kathy Halliday

Pamela Hamilton, Student Outreach
Susan Johnston, Archivist

Jerri Merritt Jones, Registrar, Events
Kathleen McMorrow, Website, Media
Relations

Catherine Moore-Broatman

Annette Sanger

Robin Sundstrom

Advertising Subcommittee
Kathy Halliday, Chair

Jerri Merritt Jones

Diane Martello

Kathleen McMorrow

Editorial Subcommittee
Shannon Perreault, Editor
Susan Johnston
Kathleen McMorrow
Annette Sanger

Front of House Subcommittee

Diane Martello, Acting Chair, Green Room
Giovanna Cavarra, Usher

Jerri Merritt Jones, Usher

Nominating & Governance
Committee

Janet Murray, Chair

Susan V. Corrigan

Diane Martello

Robin Sundstrom

GENERAL MANAGER

Shannon Perreault

Program Notes: John Mayo

VOLUNTEERS 2023-2024
All WMCT Board & Committee members

Program Archives:
Hanna & Fred Feuerriegel

Photographer: James Kippen

Tuning Your Mind Coordinator:
Robin Elliott

WMCT

2 Bloor Street W, Suite 700
Toronto, ON, M4W 3E2
416-923-7052

wmct.on.ca
www.wmct.on.ca
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