
We close our 126th season of MitA 
concerts with the rebirth of a program 
originally planned for 2021 but 
derailed by the pandemic. It is a 
particular joy therefore to present 
soprano Joyce El-Khoury with pianist 
Serouj Kradjian. Joyce and Serouj 
have originated a program inspired 
by the journey Joyce has taken from 
her birthplace of Lebanon to her 
adopted homeland, Canada. Music 
from the Western canon represented 
by Liszt, Bizet, Fauré, and others, is 
interspersed with Mélodies Libanaises 

to describe this dramatic cultural voyage. A programmatic tour 
de force for these performers to involve us in their background 
as well as exhibit their current superb artistry and a fabulous 
conclusion to another magical season.

-Simon Fryer, WMCT Artistic Director
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As a courtesy to others, please refrain from wearing perfume or other scents.

Please turn off cell phones and other noise-making devices.

No photography or recordings of any type during the performance.

The WMCT also gratefully acknowledges 
Dianne Henderson

for her support of the Student Outreach Program

May 2nd, 2024, concert

Joyce El-Khoury
and

Serouj Kradjian

Concert Sponsor
Nora R. Wilson

Please join us in the Boyd Neel room for a post-concert reception to 
celebrate the finale of our 2023-24 season. 

Tuning Your Mind Lecture:
2024-25 Music in the Afternoon Season Presentation

Simon Fryer, WMCT Artistic Director

Visit the artists' websites: 

https://joyceelkhoury.com/
https://www.serouj.com/



Vincenzo Bellini (1801-1835)

Vincenzo Bellini

Franz Liszt (1811-1886)
      

Gabriel Fauré (1845-1924)

Georges Bizet (1838-1875)

Léo Delibes (1836-1891)

                  

Boghos Gelalian (1927-2011)

Najib Hankash (1899-1977)

Zaki Nassif (1918-2004)

Giovanni Battista Pergolesi (1710-1736)

Zaki Nassif
 

Farid El Atrache (1910-1974)

Kurt Weill (1900-1950)

Arno Babadjanian (1921-1983)        
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PROGRAM for MAY 2, 2024

La ricordanza                                                 

Per pietà, bell’idol mio       
	
Pace non trovo

Les roses d’Ispahan  

Adieux de l'hôtesse arabe

Les filles de Cadix     

	

LEBANESE SONG COLLECTION

Tre vocalizzi

Aatini al naya wa ghanni

Ya aashikata al wardi

Wa Habibi
(adapted)

Oushoudat al Salam

TANGO

Ya zahratan fi khayali	

Youkali

Tcheknagh Yeraz               

                         

                        

INTERMISSION
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JOYCE EL-KHOURY, soprano
SEROUJ KRADJIAN, piano

Born in Lebanon and raised in Canada, soprano Joyce El-Khoury 
has performed over 30 leading roles in major opera houses 
around the world. 

Ms. El-Khoury’s 2023/2024 season begins with Liszt’s Sardanapalo 
at LisztFest in Budapest. Joyce makes two Verdian role debuts this 
season, including Elisabetta in Don Carlo in a new production at 
Opéra de Monte-Carlo followed by Amelia in Simon Boccanegra at 
The Finnish National Opera. Further on the opera stage this season, 
Joyce returns to Canada for performances of La Reine Garçon at 
Opéra de Montréal, returns to the Birgit Nilsson Days Festival for 
Amelia in Verdi’s Un ballo in maschera, and debuts with the New 
National Theatre Tokyo for performances of Puccini’s Tosca. On 
the concert stage, she joins the Rundfunk-Sinfonieorchester in 
Berlin for their Italian Opera Gala, will be the soprano soloist in 
Verdi’s Requiem with both the Barcelona Symphony Orchestra 
and the Orchestre symphonique de Montréal and will reunite 
with Serouj Kradjian for a Music in the Afternoon recital in 
Toronto, inspired by Joyce’s Lebanese heritage. Future seasons 
include international operatic & concert engagements in Paris, 
Vienna, Dallas, Rouen, and Montpellier, among others.

Canadian pianist and composer Serouj Kradjian has established 
himself as a versatile artist whose readiness to break new 
boundaries and explore different styles has made him an exciting 
voice on the international music scene.

The New York Times has described Juno-award-winning and 
Grammy-nominated Kradjian’s playing as a “persuasive balance 
between elegance and spirit,” while the Frankfurter Allegemeine 
noted that he has “a fiery temperament and elegant sound” with 
“technique to burn.” Mr. Kradjian  has appeared with the Toronto, 
Vancouver, Edmonton, Madrid  and  Göttingen Symphonies, the 
Russian National Orchestra, the Armenian Philharmonic and the 
Thailand Philharmonic.

ABOUT THE ARTISTS



Solo, chamber music recitals and premieres of his compositions 
have taken Mr. Kradjian from all major Canadian cities, via the U.S 
– New York (Carnegie Hall), Boston (Jordan Hall) , San Francisco,  
Miami, Chicago and Los Angeles – to European concert halls in 
Paris, Munich, Salzburg, Trondheim, Lausanne, Geneva, Madrid, 
Barcelona and Bilbao and to the Far East in China and Japan. He 
is regularly invited to the Ottawa, Bergen, Savannah , Colmar and 
Cortona music festivals.

As a collaborative artist, Kradjian has appeared in concert with 
sopranos Dawn Upshaw, Isabel Bayrakdarian, baritone Russell 
Braun, tenor Michael Schade, violinists Lara St. John, Jonathan 
Crow and Ara Malikian, violist Kim Kashkashian and the Pacifica, 
Cecilia and Arthur LeBlanc String Quartets.

Serouj is the co-artistic director and pianist of Canada’s acclaimed 
Juno winning Amici Chamber Ensemble, responsible for 
innovative programming, promotion, and performance of over 
fifty concerts, including an annual educational outreach program 
with the students of Claude Watson School for the Performing 
Arts at Earl Haig Secondary School in Toronto, Canada.

Lebanese-Canadian soprano Joyce El-Khoury is coming back to 
Toronto—and this time, it’s personal. Fresh off of a run as Maria/
Amelia in Verdi’s Simon Boccanegra at the Finnish National Opera 
and Ballet, she will take to the concert stage for a recital with 
longtime collaborator and friend, pianist Serouj Kradjian. 

There’s something special about programming and performing 
recitals, says El-Khoury. “Recitals, in my mind, are an opportunity 
for artists to express themselves outside the confines of an opera. 
They are a great creative outlet—an opportunity for human 
expression.” Her May 2 performance at the Women’s Musical 
Club of Toronto (WMCT) will be no exception. 

El-Khoury and Kradjian have created a program that combines 
bel canto favourites with a collection of the Lebanese songs she 
grew up listening to. These are pieces that “grandfather sang—
songs from my village,” she says, which have been reimagined 
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NOTES for MAY 2, 2024
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by Kradjian. This repertoire will be completely new to Toronto 
audiences.

“Promoting the culture of Lebanon” is one of El-Khoury’s artistic 
missions. “Because of recent and historic events, when people 
think of Lebanon they think of war, of destruction and bombs.” 
She wants to show the concert-going public another side of her 
beautiful country. “It’s so culturally rich—the food, the music, 
the hospitality—you can’t go to Lebanon and not have a good 
time. You don’t see that in the news.” She hopes to highlight this 
rich culture in her recital, giving voice to a wealth of music that 
has not been presented in the West. 

The resulting program is what El-Khoury describes as a “collection 
of remembrance items,” belonging to both her and Kradjian, who 
left Lebanon when he was 12. Together with a series of Armenian 
tango pieces, and the starting lineup of works by Bellini, Liszt, 
Fauré, Bizet and Delibes, it offers a blend of the “things that I am 
known for,” as she puts it, “and the things that I am made of.”

“Putting together a recital is like a game of Tetris, but the best 
part is singing it.” In each piece, El-Khoury aims to communicate 
something unique, intimate, and relevant to her audience. “Every 
song has a life, a story. It’s an adventure,” she says with a smile. 
She delights in colouring “every piece with personal experiences, 
and connecting each song to an image.” 

As her operatic career takes her all over 
the world, El-Khoury looks forward to 
sharing this musical afternoon with the 
WMCT audience. “It is such a blessing 
to sing at home, performing for faces 
you recognize,” says the soprano. “It 
does a lot of good for my soul, to be 
in Canada.”

- Eva Stone-Barney

Reprinted with permission. Originally 
published in La Scena Musicale, April/May 
2024. Subscribe at www.mySCENA.org



The WMCT gratefully acknowledges the following sponsors of 
our 126th Season:

Concert Sponsor  ($8,000+)
The Mary-Margaret Webb Foundation
Nora R. Wilson
 
Commission/Artist Sponsor  ($5,000+)
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen Foundation

Concert/Artist Supporter  ($3,000 - $4,999)
Wilma Boughtflower
J.P. Bickell Foundation
Kathleen McMorrow
The Michael Smith Memorial Fund

Student Outreach Supporter ($3,000+)
Dianne Henderson

Other 126th Season Supporters (up to $2,999)
Betty & Joe Gray
The McLean Foundation

Partners and Supporters

The Career Development Award is a project in partnership 
with CBC Radio 2 and Ici Musique (Société Radio-Canada).

Ushers supported by Nora R. Wilson.

SPONSORS for 2023-2024
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ABOUT THE WMCT

Thank you to the following members and friends for your generosity*

Vivace Supporter 
($1,000+)
Elizabeth Black
Wilma Boughtflower
Susan V. Corrigan
Lynne C. Howarth
Valarie Koziol
William A. & Janice
   Lambert
Annette Sanger 
   & James Kippen

Allegro Supporter 
($500 - $999)
Beverley Chernos
Stephen Clarke
Nancy Hardy
Adair & Ian Hope
Doris & Alvin Jantzi
Diane Martello 
   & Don McLean
Janet Murray
Sheila Murray

Tamar Adaskin Nelson
Sylvia Sarkus
Ida Ruth Scolnik
Kathryn Tamaki
Ina van Berkel
Mary VanderVennen

Andante Supporter 
($150 - $499)
Anonymous (2)
Rajeev Arora

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Hanna Feuerriegel
Betty Gray
Mandy Macrae

GENERAL MANAGER
Shannon Perreault

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Simon Fryer

PATRONS
The Right Honourable Adrienne Clarkson, PC, CC, CMM, COM, CD
Catherine Robbin, OC, Professsor Emeritus, Department of Music, York University

HONORARY ADVISERS
J. Anthony Caldwell
Susan V. Corrigan, former Arts Administrator, WMCT
Louis Lortie, OC, CQ, Pianist
Don McLean, Professor Emeritus, Faculty of Music, University of Toronto
Esther McNeil, Founding Chair CDA, Founding Chair WMCT Foundation
Peter Simon, President, The Royal Conservatory of Music

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Janet Murray, President
Annette Sanger, Vice-president
Robin Sundstrom, Secretary-Treasurer
Kathleen McMorrow, Past President
Giovanna Cavarra
Kathy Halliday
Adair Hope
Jerri Merritt Jones
Daisy Leung
Diane Martello
Sylvia Sarkus, WMCT Foundation Rep

WMCT & WMCT FOUNDATION DONORS

*WMCT & WMCT Foundation 2023-24 donors as of April 22, 2024
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Neville Austin
Marjorie Bain
Lily & Raymond Breton            
Shirlene Courtis
Barry Critchley
Simone Desilets
Charmaine Dimick
Jean Edwards
Janne Farias
Hanna & Fred 
   Feuerriegel
Elinor Fillion
Alice Frey
Phyllis Goodfellow
Julia Grant
Sarah Greene
Kathy Halliday
Deborah Holdsworth
Barbara Hopkins
Susan E. Houston
Suzanne Hughes
Jerri Merritt Jones
Margaret Kelch
Laura Lane
Sheila Larmer
Donna Le Pan
Sandra Lind
Dorothea Manson
Lois McDonald
Kathryn O’Neill
Lena Ouzounian
Bernadette Palmer
Margaret Procter
Diana Rowney
Cornelia Schuh
   & Michiel Horn
Joan Sinclair
Julia Smith
Daphne Stapleton
Robin Sundstrom
Robert White
Nora R. Wilson

Adagio Supporter 
(up to $149)
Robert Aitken
Brenda Barry
Patricia Blake
Jean Brooke
Jennifer Browne
Catherine Buck
Mary-Beth Campbell
Giovanna Cavarra
Penelope Cookson
Carol Cormier
Pleasance Crawford
Beatrice de Montmollin
Janette Doupe
Ann Eder
Kayoko Glueck
Doreen Gryfe
Pamela Hamilton
Shirley Hannah
Linda Heron
Monica Heron
Julia Hubble
Helene Hunt
Kirsten Johnston
Brigid Kaschuk
Marcia Kavanagh
Marika & Robert Kemeny
Sandra Kenzie
Anne Keyes
Marion Kinch
Moragh Kusy
Sandra & Michael Lamb            
Maureen Lewis
MJ Lewis
Susan Lumley
Mary A. Lunau
Dorothy & Ian 
   Macdonald
Eileen Malik
Blondina Matheson
Gregory McGinity

Dylann McLean
Kathleen McMorrow
Trudy Michielsen
Ruth Miller
Lynda Moon
Grace Olds
Marilyn Ortiz
Donna Price
Trudy Rising
Heather Robertson
Carol Rosenthall
Atsuko Sakaki
Joy Sellers
Alexandra Semeniuk
Renee Simmons
Diane Sinhuber
Rhoda Sion
Cynthia Smith
Mary Stein
Harry Tonogai
Margaret Treloar
Margaret Tuer
Mary Janet van den Bergh
Richard Van Dine
Robert Van Dine 
Dale Wagner
Wilbert Ward
Daniel Weinzweig
Alisa Weyman
Jan Whyte

Bequest
Estate of Marianne Weil

In Honour of
Jerri Merritt Jones
Tamar Adaskin Nelson
International Women's Day

In Memory of
John Caldwell
Kathleen (Kay) Mackett (6) 
Jean Morrow
Ed O'Dacre (2)

WMCT & WMCT FOUNDATION DONORS



WMCT & WMCT Foundation Legacy Circle 
The following individuals have very thoughtfully and generously pledged 
to remember the WMCT and/or the WMCT Foundation in the their wills:

Diane Martello
Esther McNeil

Hanna Feuerriegel
Dianne Henderson

Mary VanderVennen
Nora R. Wilson

Would you like to promote your business or project with 
Toronto's chamber music lovers? 

Place your ad here in the next Music in the Afternoon program. 

Contact us at wmct@wmct.on.ca for advertising rates.

WMCT & WMCT FOUNDATION DONORS


