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President’s Report
A Little Background 
In 2015-16, in preparation for the future, 
and in order to reflect and modernize, 
the WMCT hired C.S. Arts Consultants to 
do a Strategic Review of the Club. Their 
report was received in late summer, 2016. 
Building on the findings of the Strategic 
Review, The Connected Brand was hired 
in the Fall of 2016 to produce a Marketing 
Plan. The plan was adopted by the Board 
of the WMCT in early 2017 and includes 
a new “look” with a modern logo, font 
and colour palette; more emphasis on 
the trademarked “Music in the Afternoon”; 
and mindfulness of three things:

•	 the WMCT Brand Structure (essence, 
purpose, vision, values, target, and 
promise)

•	 our Brand Personality (friendly, 
accessible, consistent, communal)

•	 our three Differentiating Pillars 
(legacy, musical afternoons and 
dedication to chamber music)

Working the Marketing Plan in the 
2017/18 Season 

(Italicized sections in the following quoted from the 2016-
2017 Marketing Plan by The Connected Brand)

OUR NEW LOOK
Launched in March 2017, the new logo, 
font and colour palette have been very 
well received. Our 2017/18 brochure was 
larger, brighter and easier to read. Our 
colours have been used on everything 
from banners to balloons and the names 
WMCT and Music in the Afternoon are 
becoming interchangeable.

OUR ESSENCE AND PURPOSE: The 
beauty and excitement of chamber music 
in the afternoon; Presenting an exceptional 
chamber music experience to Toronto Arts 
Patrons.

In 2017/18, the WMCT presented five 
outstanding chamber music concerts at 
Walter Hall with an average attendance 
of 397. 

OUR VALUES: Quality, Community, 
Integrity; Importance of music in Canadian 
culture; Sponsorship and outreach.

Our chamber music series received 
favourable and rave media reviews. The 

concerts included three with Canadian 
performers, a WMCT-commissioned new 
composition and the Toronto debut of 
an international artist. Our final concert, 
Cellodrama! was chosen for broadcast 
coast to coast by CBC Radio.

Through our free Student Outreach 
programme, 170 high school and 
university students attended our concerts 
and a dozen advanced violin students 
attended the master class given by 
Canadian violin virtuoso Lara St. John. 
Our partnership with the Institute for 
Canadian Citizenship, which began 
in early 2018, brought in 52 first-year 
Canadian citizens who were given 
complimentary tickets to our spring 
concerts.

As part of our outreach and support to 
emerging artists, the WMCT partnered 
with the WMCT Foundation to present a 
special, exclusive concert in March, with 
performances by four of our scholarship 
winners. The venue was the prestigious 
Verity, a private downtown Club for 
women.  

Additionally, in March violinist Blake 
Pouliot was announced as winner of the 
$20,000 Career Development Award. 
Members of the CDA committee held a 
lunch for Blake and his parents the day 
after his TSO performance. Blake will 
perform at Music in the Afternoon in 2020. 

BRAND PROMISE: Thursday afternoon 
delight.

As well as outstanding performances 
by some of the world’s best chamber 
musicians, Music in the Afternoon 
performances include a pre-concert 
lecture, complimentary refreshments, 
and a chance to meet and greet the artists 
following the performances. In May, after 
our final concert, the entire audience was 
invited to a coffee reception for a triple 
celebration: Simon Fryer’s 10th year 
as Artistic Director, the WMCT’s 120th 
Season and Blake Pouliot’s CDA win. 

BRAND PERSONALITY: friendly, 
accessible, cultured, communal, lovely.

This year, after great discussion, the 
Board decided to continue with the Club 

policy of general seating at our concerts. 
Audience members with mobility issues 
are encouraged to call ahead for special 
accommodations. As well as our core of 
loyal volunteer ushers, during the April 
and May concerts we experimented with 
hiring student-ushers to help people 
who use assistive devices. Thanks to a 
generous donation from a long-time 
member, we will continue to provide this 
specialized service in 2018/19.

DIFFERENTIATING PILLARS: 
WMCT Legacy and Musical Afternoons.

The WMCT has been thriving and evolving 
for 120 years with a tradition of music in 
the afternoon. Many of our subscribers/
club members are volunteers in concert 
production. I would like to thank all of 
these volunteers for keeping the legacy 
alive. In particular, I would like to thank 
my fellow board members, Holde 
Gerlach, Patricia Hausner, Eva Innes, 
Susan Johnston, Kathleen McMorrow, 
Jerri Merritt Jones, Janet Murray, Tamar 
Nelson, Bonnie O’Dacre, Annette Sanger, 
Julia Smith and Debra Voorheis, who are 
all extraordinarily devoted to the WMCT. 
It has been a tremendous pleasure for me 
to work with each of you to create what 
is described in our Marketing Plan as 
“Urban Charm”. 

Although primarily a volunteer-run 
organization, we would fall apart without 
the efficient work of Shannon Perreault, 
our Administrator. Thank you, Shannon, 
for your skills and kindness.

The WMCT is dedicated to Chamber 
Music. A special thank you to Artistic 
Director Simon Fryer, who over ten years 
has guided us to present outstanding 
chamber music concerts performed 
by artists of the highest calibre. This 
season, Simon also performed with us, 
presenting the astounding CelloDrama! 
concert, with cellists from across Canada.  

With Simon continuing as Artistic 
Director, and with the dedication and 
determination of my fellow volunteers 
to “work the marketing plan”, I am very 
optimistic for the future of the WMCT as 
we begin our 121st season. 

Diane Martello, President



2 WMCT Annual Report

Artistic Director’s Report
This being the 120th season of Music in the Afternoon, 
it represented a significant anniversary for the WMCT. 
It was of course, also the 150th anniversary for Canada 
and my own 10th anniversary as Artistic Director of 
the WMCT.  Canadian and foreign artists enthralled 
us with extraordinary and dynamic performances with 
repertoire covering a broad range from the classic to the 
present day. 

It was violinist Lara St. John who opened the season 
with pianist Matt Herskowitz and a spectacular program 
based around their recent recording Shiksa. Launched by 
the much-loved Sonata by César Franck, the duo veered 
from Gershwin to creative re-imaginings of traditional 
tunes from the Jewish Diaspora, Eastern Europe, the 
Balkans, Caucasus and Middle East to variations on O 
Canada, probably setting a record for eclecticism on a 
WMCT recital! 

The second program welcomed the WMCT debut of the 
Zodiac Trio. This slightly unusual trio of instruments 
(violin, clarinet and piano) brought a brilliant program 
that essentially provided a survey of music written over 
the 120-year history of the WMCT Music in the Afternoon 
concerts. With music from Canada, America, Russia, 
Argentina and Hungary, geography was represented as 
well as history, and the dazzling performance style of 
the group brought the variety of music to life with great 
success.

2018 opened with something of a contrast to the 
foregoing events. The UK-based Elias Quartet delivered 
a mainstream string quartet program of great power and 
depth. Extraordinary understanding of complex works 
from Schubert, Janácek and Beethoven was a revelation 
brought into particular relief by exceptional dynamic 
range. After a standing ovation, first and second violinists 
switched places, as Scotsman Donald Grant hit a bulls-
eye to the emotional core of the audience by turning 
out and playing by heart, two drone-accompanied folk 
tunes from the Scottish Highlands.  

Maintaining the European focus, our April concert 
featured soprano Sylvia Schwartz making her Toronto 
debut with Montreal native, collaborative pianist Olivier 
Godin. Ms. Schwartz’s gorgeous voice, with amazing 
dynamic diversity and skilled dramatic interpretation, 
was complemented admirably by her sensitive and 
supportive collaborator. The program began superbly 
with songs by Berg and Wolf but the highlight was Ms. 
Schwartz interpretation of Castellan Folksongs by Guridi. 
Ms. Schwartz charmed the audience, explaining the 
difference in the language of the songs compared to 
Spanish. All was well received by the very full house, 
which included 50 high school students, and 22 brand 
new Canadian citizens. Following the concert, Ms. 
Schwartz gave generously of her time, answering the 
students’ many questions. 

Our final concert of the season was my own CelloDrama! 
featuring eight of Canada’s most eminent cellists. This 
program was a special joy for me to put together and 
along with a WMCT commission from Kelly-Marie 
Murphy, an appearance at the piano by conductor 
Gordon Gerrard, and an elegant Villa-Lobos from 
WMCT favourite soprano Shannon Mercer, the cellists 
realized works covering a broad swath of history and 
genre. Recorded for later broadcast by CBC, I am proud 
that this program caused quite a stir and that the capacity 
audience responded wonderfully and enthusiastically.

The 120th anniversary concert series was a great success, 
with the artists deeply appreciative of the attentive, 
knowledgeable, and enthusiastic response from the 
WMCT audience. John Mayo again provided engaging 
program notes and thanks go to the members of the 
WMCT Artists Selection Committee, who demonstrated 
their insightful understanding of, and commitment to, 
the goals of the Music in the Afternoon series. 

Simon Fryer, Artistic Director
 

SUMMARIZED FINANCIAL INFORMATION
For the Year Ended June 30, 2018
with Comparative Figures for 2017

Concert & Career Development Award Funds
Membership Fees
General Admissions & Other Revenue
OAF Endowment Income & Interest
Corporate Donations
WMCT Foundation
Other Charitable Foundation Donations
Member, Friends & Sponsorship Donations
Bequests
Government Grants
Career Development Award from WMCT Foundation

TOTAL REVENUE

Artistic Fees & Expenses
Commission of New Work
Production, Web Site, & Hall Rental
Occupancy Costs
Administration & Membership Costs
Career Development Award
Strategic study (Marketing, Rebranding, CDA Reception)

Contribution to WMCT Foundation

TOTAL EXPENSES
Excess of Revenue over Expenses                
Fund Balance, beginning of year
Fund Balance at end of year

Where funding comes from (excluding bequests)

Membership Fees		
General Admissions, Other Revenue, & Interest
Corporation Donations
WMCT Foundation
Other Charitable Foundation Donations
Member & Friends Donations
Government Grants

SOURCE AND USE OF FUNDS

Revenues (excluding CDA fundraising)			
“Earned” (membership fees, admissions, etc.)	 	
Donations (individual, corporate, grants, bequests)

Career Development Award
Total revenues 

Expenses
(excl. contribution to WMCT Foundation and Strategic Study)

Concert production
Career Development Award
Operating costs (general admin., newsletter, etc.)

Total expenses

2017-2018  
$  65,675

11,171
2,590

0
15,500
14,751
27,505

0
2,500

24,000

$163,692

54,053
5,000

29,718
16,745

  38,822
17,028
11,243

0 

$172,609

(8,917)
  79,086

$ 70,169

2017-2018
40%

8%
0%

24%
9%

17%
2%

2016-2017  
$  62,295

9,027
2,776

500
20,000
13,207
27,959
41,037
2,500

0

$179,301

42,795
4,650

32,945
20,818

  44,905
0

29,102
0 

$175,215

4,086
  75,000

$ 79,086

2016-2017
45%

9%
0%

14%
10%
20%

2%

48%
37%
15%

100%

55%
11%
34%

100%

41%
59%
0%

100%

55%
0%

45%
100%

In 2017-18 some extraordinary one time expenses were incurred primarily 
in relation to the 120th season artist fees. Earned revenue covered 100% of 
operating costs and 27% of concert production costs. The remaining 73% of 
the production costs were covered by donations. 

In 2017-18 The WMCT Foundation provided the Club with $15,000 for 
concert sponsorship, $24,000 for the Career Development Award (including 
marketing and administration) and $500 to support Club promotion.
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BEL CANTO DONORS 2017-2018
The WMCT gratefully acknowledges 
the support of the following members 
and friends:

Vivace Supporter ($1,000+)
Diane Martello 

Allegro Supporter ($500 - $999)
Theresa & John Caldwell
Beverley	Chernos
Alice Frey
Holde Gerlach
Esther & John McNeil
Marlene Preiss
Helen Rotenberg
Sylvia Schmid

Andante Supporter ($250 - $499)
Elizabeth Black 
Susan V. Corrigan
Bradley Crawford QC
Ted Dawson
Anne & Michael Delaney
Hanna & Fred Feuerriegel
Gordon Hamilton
Nancy Hardy
Dianne Henderson
Adair & Ian Hope 
Susan & Don Johnston
Sam Marinucci
Robert White
Tamar Adaskin Nelson
Bernadette Palmer
Annette Sanger
Julia Smith

Adagio Supporter ($125 - $249)
Marjorie Bain
Cathy Boak
Elaine Cooper 
Margaret Davidson
Robert Elgie
Jennifer & Frank Flower
Douglas G. Gardner
Alison Gibson
Dorothy Gutter
Susan Hayes
Mary Heather
Frances (Nancy) Howey
Jane Jeffrey
Jerri Merritt Jones

Caroline Laughlin
Elizabeth Macmillan
Carol MacNicol
Lois McDonald
Katherine Morrison
Janet Murray
Beatrix Nienkamper
Charline Norgrove
Brigid O’Reilly
Marilyn Ortiz
Catherine Peer
Margaret Procter
Don Richardson
Sylvia Sarkus
Helaine Shiff
Joan Sinclair
Daphne Stapleton
Christina Duff Stewart
Wanda Trimble
Gary Vivian
Nancy Westcott

Largo Supporter (up to $124)
Marianne Anderson
Pamela Atkinson 
Marlene Baker
Patricia Baker
Mary Bartle
Marietta	Bennie
Jennifer Browne
Barbara & Martin Buckspan
Danuta Buczynski
Janet Burnie
Barbara Byers
Nancy Byers
Kathleen Close
Pleasance & Charles Crawford
Dianne Cross
Beatrice De Montmollin
Janette Doupe
Jean Edwards
Ellen Eisen
Margaret Emery
Johanne Ferguson
Marcy Fish
Michelle Fish
Jeanette Goldman
Phyllis Goodfellow
Anne Gordon
Julia Grant
Joan & Robert Gray
Janet Greenbank
Doreen Gryfe
Kathy Halliday
Ingrid Harms

Linda Heron 
Avril Hill
Eva Innes & David Medhurst
Marion Kinch
Sandra Kingstone
James Kippen
Tiiu Klein
Sylvia Kosky
Laura Lane
Esther Langer
Sheila Larmer
Nancy Lofft
Susan Lumley
Mandy Macrae
Sylvia Main
Ruth Marks
Blondina Matheson
Eleanor McLaughlin
Ruth Miller
Beryl Moller
Marjorie Monas
Johanna Morgan
Nannette Mostyn
Christine Muranyi
Louise Orr
Lynn Pearson
Mercedes Richards
Allison Roach
Heather Robertson
Mary Robertson
Helen Robson
Shirley Rochman
Carol Rosenthall
Diana Rowney
Pauline Sackin
Marguerite Savidant
Joy Sellers
Ida Ruth Skolnik
Anne Spitzer
Sandra Steen
Richard Sumner
Kathryn Taylor
Margaret Tuer
Ina van Berkel
Stephanie Wellis
Alisa Weyman
Jan Whyte
Nora Wilson
Joan Winearls
Jackie Wood
Diana J. Wurtzburg
Beverley Zarnett

	

SPONSORS 2017-2018
The Women’s Musical Club of Toronto 
gratefully acknowledges the following 
supporters:

Concert Sponsor $7,500 + 
The Mary-Margaret Webb 
  Foundation
Women’s Musical Club of 
  Toronto Foundation

Artist Supporter $1,000 - $2,999
Holde Gerlach

Supporter up to $999
IBM Canada Ltd. Matching Program

In Kind
Faculty of Music, University of Toronto
L’Atelier Grigorian 

Metro (80 Front Street East)

Concert Supporter $1,000 - $2,999
Dianne Henderson
Betty & Joe Gray 
The Henry White Kinnear Foundation
The McLean Foundation
The Catherine and Maxwell Meighen   
   Foundation
Preiss-Boughtflower Family
The Michael Smith Memorial Fund
Toronto Arts Council



WMCT Annual Report 4

HONORARY PATRON
The Hon. Elizabeth Dowdeswell, OC, O.Ont
Lieutenant Governor of Ontario

PATRONS
The Rt.Hon. Adrienne Clarkson, PC, CC,
   CMM, COM, CD
Sir Andrew Davis, CBE
Walter Homburger, C.M.
Catherine Robbin, OC

HONORARY ADVISERS
J. Anthony Caldwell
Susan V. Corrigan
Victor Feldbrill, O.C., O.Ont., Conductor
John B. Lawson, Q.C.
Louis Lortie, O.C., Pianist
Don McLean, Dean, Faculty of Music, University of Toronto
Esther McNeil
John D. McNeil, CFA
Elizabeth Newton
Peter Oundjian, Music Director, Toronto Symphony Orchestra
Arthur R.A. Scace, Q.C.
Peter Simon, President, The Royal Conservatory of Music

HONORARY BOARD MEMBERS
Danuta Buczynski
John K. Caldwell
Hanna Feuerriegel
Betty Gray
Emmy Homburger
Ann Hughson
Pamela MacKenzie
Mandy Macrae
Marianne Weil

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017-2018
Diane Martello, President 
Kathleen McMorrow, Vice-President
Janet Murray, CPA, CA, Secretary-Treasurer
Annette Sanger, Past President, Chair CDA & 
Co-Chair Volunteers
Holde Gerlach, Co-Chair Volunteers
Patricia Hausner, Co-chair Front of House
Eva Innes, WMCT Foundation Rep.
Susan Johnston, Archivist
Jerri Merritt Jones, Chair Events & Registrar
Tamar Adaskin Nelson, Student Outreach
Bonnie O’Dacre, Advertising, Website & Media 
Julia Smith, Chair Fundraising & Nominating
Debra Voorheis, WMCT Foundation Rep. 

ARTISTIC DIRECTOR
Simon Fryer

COMMITTEES 2017-2018
Artists Selection Committee
Simon Fryer, Chair
Penelope Cookson
Diane Martello
Kathleen McMorrow
Annette Sanger
Julia Smith

Career Development Award Committee
Annette Sanger, Chair
Holde Gerlach
Kathy Halliday
Alison Howard, CBC Radio 2
Tamar Adaskin Nelson

Finance Committee
Janet Murray, CPA, CA, Chair
Susan V. Corrigan
Frank Nevelo
Annette Sanger
Julia Smith
Ina van Berkel

Fundraising Committee
Julia Smith, Chair
Holde Gerlach
Diane Martello
Annette Sanger

Membership & Marketing Committee
Dianne Martello, Chair
Jennifer Ackland, Telephoning
Alice Frey
Holde Gerlach
Patricia Hausner
Susan Johnston
Kathleen McMorrow, Website & Media 
Jerri Merritt Jones
Tamar Nelson, Student Outreach
Bonnie O’Dacre, Advertising, Website & Media
Annette Sanger
Julia Smith
Nancy White

Advertising Subcommittee
Bonnie O’Dacre, Chair
Eva Innes
Diane Martello
Kathleen McMorrow
Jerri Merritt Jones
Annette Sanger
Julia Smith

Editorial Subcommittee
Shannon Perreault, Editor
Susan Johnston
Diane Martello
Kathleen McMorrow
Annette Sanger	
Julia Smith

Events Subcommittee
Jerri Merritt Jones, Chair
Catherine Buck
Betty Gray
Susan Johnston
Nora Wilson

Front of House Subcommittee
Alice Frey, Co-chair
Patricia Hausner, Co-chair
Kathleen McMorrow
Jerri Merritt Jones
Evelyn O’Doherty

Volunteer Subcommittee
Holde Gerlach, Co-chair
Annette Sanger, Co-chair

Nominating & Governance Committee
Julia Smith, Chair
Susan Corrigan
Susan Johnston
Diane Martello
Annette Sanger

VOLUNTEERS 2017-2018
Mary Armstrong
Audrey Ashbourne
Wilma Boughtflower
Carol Cormier
Marion Dorosh
Mary Dummett
Hanna & Fred Feuerriegel
Alice Frey
Laura Gareth
Betty Gray
Kathy Halliday
Jane Jeffrey
Nancy Lofft
Johanna Morgan
Mary Mullen
Evelyn O’Doherty
Bernadette Palmer
Helen Robson
Anne Spitzer
Robin Sundstrom
Mary VanderVennen
Nora Wilson
Diana Wurtzburg
WMCT Board & Committee members

Registrar: Jerri Merritt Jones
Tuning Your Mind Coordinator: Robin Elliott
Photographer: James Kippen
Programme Notes: John Mayo

Arts Administrator: Shannon Perreault

  Women’s Musical Club of Toronto
59 Adelaide St E, Suite 500

Toronto ON M5C 1K6
416-923-7052

wmct@wmct.on.ca
www.wmct.on.ca
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